Guidelines For Foster Parent Licensure And/Or Adoptive Parent Approval
1. Each applicant must complete pre-placement training at a site chosen by Christian Children’s Home of Ohio. All families will complete the same number of training hours. 
2. Homestudy assessment to be completed including interviews with all members of the household over the age of four.
3. Background checks must be conducted for all persons in the household over the age of eighteen. This includes local police checks, fingerprinting and a check of all children services agencies in Ohio using the SACWIS information system. Fees for costs incurred will be charged to applicant(s) for background checks. Applicant(s) must submit to both an Ohio BCII check and an FBI check. The Ohio BCII check fees are $22.00 per person and FBI check fees are $24.00 per person. Some counties also charge a fee, which vary in cost from county to county. Background check fees are reimbursable.
4. Medical Report: All members of your family must have a completed ODJFS form number JFS 01653. You may go to your local health department or you may use your own physician. Adoptive parents may be reimbursed after finalization of the child(ren)’s adoption. Note: Medicals are time limited. Please do not obtain your medical until your assessor advises you to.

5. Well Water: Please call your local health department for a water test. Foster care applicant(s) will be reimbursed for the expense of the test. Well water tests are good for one year. If your well does not pass, you must submit a plan for obtaining and use of safe water.
6. A fire inspection must be done before you are licensed. Call your local fire department for this appointment. Note: Fire inspections are time limited. Please do not obtain your fire inspection until your assessor advises you to.
7. For all applicants, five personal references must be submitted from individuals who have known you for at least one year. Please pick individuals who have seen you interact with children. Only one of the five references can be from someone related to you. One of the four must be from your pastor or church leader. An employer reference for each applicant that is employed outside the home must be submitted as well.
8. A copy of a schematic of the evacuation plan for evacuating the home or seeking shelter in the event of a fire, tornado or other disaster must be submitted. This evacuation plan needs to include a primary and alternate escape route. Note: Please make two copies. One copy will go in your file and the other needs to be posted in your home. Emergency telephone numbers must be posted in 
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your home for: Fire, Police, Squad/Rescue, Poison Control, Recommending Agency and Placing Agency. (These numbers may be included on one corner of your written evacuation plan.)
9. Both foster care and adoptive applicants must complete a Financial Statement on ODJFS form number JFS 01681. A copy of your most recent tax return must also be submitted.
10.  A copy of the three most current months of bills for all major utilities including:  gas, 
electric, water, and sewer.
Note: Foster parents will be reimbursed by Christian Children’s Home of Ohio for fees as noted above up to $150 after they have become licensed.

AdoptOHIO KIDS will reimburse AdoptOHIO KIDS adoptive parents for non-recurring fees up to $2000 after finalization of child’s adoption. (This is subject to change according to state rules.)

In both instances-you must have original receipts to receive reimbursement.

PAGE  
1
Guidelines for FP & AP

Revised 7/21/2008 BY BR/LGW



